SAMPLE LETTER TO RECENT CHEROKEE HOMEBUYERS
September 15, 2024

Buyer name

Address

	RE:  Changes to Homestead Exemption and School Tax Exemption

Dear ____ and ______,

I want to state again how much I enjoyed working with you on the successful purchase of your home.  I am also reaching out to you now because a new law was passed in mid-2024 that significantly changes how certain property tax exemptions are applied in Cherokee County. These changes will go into effect for all tax years 2025 and beyond.  The exemption rules are different from what was in place when you were shopping for a home and different from the information your closing attorney provided to you about exemptions on the day of your closing.

I have enclosed an Information Sheet supplied by the Cherokee County Tax Assessor’s office. But in summary, these are the two significant changes that may affect you and may require some action on your part:

1) Anyone who would turn age 62 and otherwise qualify for the School Tax Exemption after January 1, 2025 (in tax year 2026 and beyond) will now have to meet a 5-year homestead requirement in order to receive the School Tax Exemption. This may impact a person who recently purchased a home and expected to qualify for the School Tax Exemption in 2026 or 2027. It’s possible that you would now have to wait a couple additional years before you could apply for the school tax exemption, in order to meet the 5-year homestead requirement.

2) ALL persons who are on the deed to a primary residence should immediately apply for the Homestead Exemption at the Tax Assessor’s office, if they have not yet done so. While the Homestead Exemption will be applied even if less than all homeowners apply for it, each person should apply to be able to establish the 5-year homestead requirement prior to being eligible for the School Tax Exemption at age 62.

It is very important for you to contact the Tax Assessor’s office to insure that your Homestead Exemption is properly filed and to verify my general information here as it relates to your specific property. You can call the Tax Assessor at (678) 493-6120 or visit them at 2782 Marietta Hwy, Ste. 200, Canton GA.
There is a bit of good news in the new law as well. It removed the $500,000 cap on the home value in terms of applying the exemption, so now the entire assessed value of the home is exempt from School M&O and Bond taxes, regardless of its value.
I hope you have found this information to be of value and I look forward to being of service to you and your family again in the future.
Sincerely,
