
Can the signer
get to a U.S.
Consulate or

Embassy?

This is where it gets tough. The
signer will need an

AUTHENTICATION CERTIFICATE
along with the Notarization. The

signer must make an appointment
to sign at a U.S. Embassy or

Consulate.



The signer can go to a local notary in
that country, but the document MUST

then be authenticated by an
APOSTILLE CERTIFICATE. The signer

must research how to obtain an
apostille certificate in the country in

which they are located. 



Yes

No

Is the signer going to be
signing while outside the

United States and US
Territories?

Yes Yes

Great. That includes active duty military,
dependants, and many federal employees.



Military Notaries can include commissioned

officers, enlisted paralegals, judge advocates or
civilian lawyers working as legal assistance

attorneys and licensed to practice law in the
United States. Federal law does not require

military Notaries to use a seal. Their signature
and title alone is sufficient.




Can the signer
gain  access to a
U.S. Military base

Notary Service
under 10 USC

1044 and 1044(a) 

No

Yes

Is the signer located in a
country that is a party to the
Apostille Convention (Hague

Treaty Convention 12)

IE, is the Country on THIS LIST?
https://www.gsccca.org/notary-
and-apostilles/apostilles/hague-

apostille-country-list

Great. Notarizing officers at
any United States Embassy

or Consulate abroad can
provide notarial services

similar to the functions of a
notary public in the United

States. No Apostille or
Authentication Certificate is

necessary.

No

WHAT IS REQUIRED FOR A PROPERLY NOTARIZED DOCUMENT?

Notarization of Documents in a Foreign Country

Signers should be aware that this can be a
costly process and Covid has made it more
difficult to access the necessary officials.
All parties should be aware that this may

take some time. There is not true overnight
service for sending documents overseas so

they need to plan on several days if not
longer for us to receive documents. DHL is
often the  most reliable overseas document

delivery service.

https://www.gsccca.org/notary-and-apostilles/apostilles/hague-apostille-country-list

